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N. C. A. to Publish Canned Foods Out-of-Stock Study 
as Final Report from The Philadelphia Project 


With publication of Report No. 7 
concerning “out-of-stock” as a factor 
in canned foods department manage- 
ment at the retail level, the N.C.A. 
announces termination of the Phila- 
delphia Project as an activity of its 
Consumer and Trade Relations Pro- 
gram. Report No. 7 will be issued 
shortly. 

Started at the beginning of 1955 as 
a three-year program to investigate 
key areas of canned foods department 
management, The Philadelphia Proj- 
ect has actually taken four years to 
complete. 

In a recent meeting between N.C.A. 
Executive Secretary Carlos Campbell 
and Paul Cupp, president of American 
Stores, Philadelphia, at which The 
Philadelphia Project was officially 
ended, Mr. Cupp declared: “The Phila- 
delphia Project has produced informa- 
tion which has assisted us to improve 
our own techniques for efficient canned 
foods department management. We 
are pleased to have been a part of the 
National Canners Association experi- 
ment. We feel we can speak broadly 
for the retail food industry when we 
offer congratulations on a job well 
done and thanks for a significant 
contribution to the science of food 
retailing.” 


Mr. Campbell expressed the can- 
ning industry's thanks for the splendid 
cooperation of American Stores in 
authorizing the extensive field work 
which was the basis of The Philadel- 
phia Project. He declared: “The 
National Canners Association greatly 
appreciates the magnificent contribu- 
tion of The American Stores to the 
canning industry in allowing us vir- 
tially unrestricted use of your retail 
store facilities and the advice of your 
« <eeutives in planning and conducting 
our investigation of canned foods at 
tie retail level. Because of your co- 
cperation, N.C.A. has been able to 
conduct one of the most intensive 
s'udies of any group of grocery store 
products ever possible. 


“As a result of this look at the 
aiatomy of canned food sales both 
canners and retailers have gained 
insight into the management oppor- 
t nities which exist for more efficient 


handling and selling to the consumer. 
It is the belief of our C. & T. R. Com- 
mittee and our public relations coun- 
sel, Dudley-Anderson-Yutzy, that the 
basic information needed by both 
industries has been contributed by 
The Philadelphia Project and the 
seven reports which will have been 
published with the appearance of the 
out-of-stock report. Further investi- 
gation in this area belongs logically 
in the hands of other companies or 
groups.” 

Mr. Cupp declared that his review 
of material to be issued in the forth- 
coming out-of-stock report indicates 
that it will be one of the most valuable 
guides to increased efficiency in 
canned foods department management 
to come from the entire study. 


Study of State Taxation 


Additional hearings have been 
scheduled by the Senate Small Busi- 
ness Committee on the problems of 
state taxation of interstate business. 
The Committee has announced that 
these hearings will be held June 19 
in New York City in the morning and 
in Newark in the afternoon. 


The June 19 sessions are expected 
to wind up the Committee investiga- 
tion. Earlier hearings were held in 
Washington, D. C. April 8, and Bos- 
ton May 1. The problem has resulted 
from recent Supreme Court decisions 
which held that states could tax in- 
come earned from exclusively inter- 
state commerce. 

Senators Harrison A. Williams 
(N. J.) and Jacob K. Javits (N. Y.) 
who will preside at the June 19 hear- 
ings, issued a joint statement saying, 
“The Committee has been impressed 
by the seriousness and urgency of the 
problem facing thousands of small 
and medium size businesses and we all 
are hopeful that our studies will lead 
to the consideration and passage of 
remedial legislation before Congress 
adjourns this year.” 

The N.C.A. had submitted a state- 
ment to the Small Business Committee 
with regard to the canning industry’s 
interest in the problem (see INFORMA- 
TION Lerrer of April 11, page 155). 
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USDA Reports on Survey 
of Food Served in Factories 


USDA has published results of its 
nationwide survey of food services in 
manufacturing plants. 

Data collected from the survey show 
that almost 6,000 manufacturing 
plants with 250 or more employees 
provided some type of regular, on- 
premise, food service facility for use 
of plant personnel. This was about 
half of the plants of this size in the 
United States when the survey was 
made in the first two months of 1956. 

In-plant facilities for serving food 
were comparatively new. According 
to plant executives, nearly three- 
fourths of these food services had 
been installed since 1935. The newer 
the factory, the more likely it was to 
have had some kind of food serving 
arrangements from the start. 

Nearly two-thirds of the in-plant 
facilities were managed by outside 
catering firms, usually as an inde- 
pendent business. Most of the rest 
were run by company personnel. Re- 
gardless of the type of management, 
most were subsidized to some extent. 

Food was available at noontime in 
nearly all facilities, and a large share 
were open during at least one other 
meal period. A few plants had some 
type of food service around the clock. 

Wholesalers were the chief sup- 
pliers of food to these in-plant facili- 
ties, and frequently, for a particular 
commodity, all purchases were made 
from a single firm. Retailers were 
next in line, though considerably less 
important, achieving this position 
largely because of purchases made by 
small plants. 

Canned foods were stocked in total 
quantities sufficient to last about a 
month. Except for canned foods, 
however, the food facilities appeared 
to buy food largely on an as-needed 
basis. 

It is estimated by USDA that during 
a four-week period these in-plant 
facilities used food valued at approxi- 
mately $20 million. This would bring 
yearly expenditures to about 5260 
million or about 3 percent of the esti- 
mated wholesale cost of food handled 
by all away-from-home eating places. 
Although factories with 250 or more 
employees account for less than 5 
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percent of all establishments, such 
plants employed almost 60 percent of 
the persons engaged in manufactur- 
ing. 

Meat, dairy, and bakery products 
took 59 cents out of each dollar spent 
by these plant facilities for food; 
beverages took another 12 cents, as 
did fruits and vegetables together. 


The USDA's first two reports on its 
survey are Employee Food Services in 
Manufacturing Plante—Management 
Appraisals, Nature and Extent, Vend- 
ing Machines (Marketing Research 
Report No. 325), giving an over-all 
picture of these industrial food serv- 
ices, and Buying Practices and Food 
Use of Employee Food Services in 
Manufacturing Plants (Marketing 
Research Report No. 326), tabulating 
the average quantities used and the 
average expenditures per plant for all 
the different types of food. 

The following table summarizes 


this type of data for broad categories 
of canned foods (Jan.-Feb., 1956): 


N. C. A. Lab Contracts with AEC 


The N.C.A. Berkeley Laboratory 
has just signed a $38,800 research 
contract with the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission for measuring detergent re- 
moval in product washing using radio- 
isotopic tracer techniques. 


It has been known for some time 
that the addition of detergents to 
washers greatly facilitates soil, spray 
residue, and insect removal, but there 
is always the question of possible de- 
tergent residues in the product. This 
project is designed to determine the 
amount of washing which must fol- 
low the detergent bath to remove all 
traces of detergents. 


This brings to four the number 
of contracts held by the N.C.A. Re- 
search Laboratories with government 
agencies to support research of im- 
portance to the canning industry. 
Others include projects on water re- 
use and radiation sterilization. 


Average Canned Vege- Canned 
Type of Data plant Canned Fruit* Vege- table Canned Canned Fish and 
nize Fruits Juices tables Juices Soups Sauces® Meat Shellfish 
PLANTS USING (number) (percent) 
e 8 77.8 76.5 85.6 65.1 61.6 86.9 59.5 73.6 
Region: 
Northeast 1,264 72.1 81.4 63.3 “0.7 89.6 71.5 81.3 
North Central 2.013 a3.8 76.1 “8.0 4.8 59.1 71.4 
1.103 72.6 70.5 70.5 1 46.6 87.4 “4.2 3.2 
West . 1,481 86.6 79.7 02.6 60.7 60. 7 85.8 656.5 87.5 
Employee size group: 
353 62.5 58.5 72.3 48.4 52.1 76.3 46.1 0.0 
500-000....... nov 70.4 78.6 85.5 61.1 05.2 88.6 57.3 73.5 
1,000 or more....... 3,441 90.3 91.0 97.9 84 2 06.7 94.0 74.0 86.1 
Form of operation: 
Company-operated.. 1,181 92.0 05.4 0.0 92.4 8.8 80.9 
Contractor-operated. 1,743 00.7 72.5 80.0 62.8 57.0 83,7 51.2 60.4 
QUANTITY USED PER PLANT 
(number) (pounds) — 
All plants... 1.87 317.01 342.00 788.20 73.30 108.27) 81.86 80.71 37.57 
Region: 
Northenast.......... 1.254 2300.14 4056.10 630.56 76.72 107.04 68.07 91 50 49.05 
North Central 2.01% 885.00 321.30 876.21 75.50 142.32 05.24 117.00 48.74 
South 1.106 312.51 200.33 858.44 69.00 55.490 81.00 47.20 10.16 
West..... 1,481 302.41 358.37 49.60 56.70 07.20 50.21 67.36 43.60 
Employee size group: 
20-40% 85 353 87.00 100.46 235.35 22.38 60.065 25.22 34.86 20.00 
500-000... 246,70 185.22 574.04 40.00 74.00 55.26 1.06 25.06 
1,000 or more..... 3.441 508.21 718.64 1,503.70 151.72 185.10 150.70 182.46 64.72 


Form of operation: 
Company-operated.. 1,181 
Contractor-operated. 1,743 


EXPENDITURES PER PLANT 


(number) 77 

All plants... . 1,587 560.17 431.22 
Region: 

Northeast. 1.264 6.82 33.50 

North Central . 2,018 0.01 41.62 

1,105 51.07 27.47 

West... 1,481 50.83 42.17 
Employee size group 

250-400... 354 15.08 11.78 

500-000... Hoo “4.27 17.20 

1,000 or more..... 3.441 104.64 62.61 
Form of operation: 

Company-operated.. 1.181 82.55 37.08 


Contractor-operated. 1,743 41.22 


olives, 


* Total juices and ades (single-strength equivalent). 
relishes. 


124.07 83.51 198.80 106,87 94.71 51.56 
507.77 «61.84 90.07 67.68 86.88 20.04 
— (dollars) — — — 
101.0 7. 17.82 15.84 57.32 21.68 
88.74 7.61 18.88 12.18 50.7 20.44 
113.07 7.82 22.03 16.15 75.438 22.28 
100. 6 6.06 9.01 13.36 28.80 10.81 
78.80 5.16 14.50 8.77 44.04 24.18 
90.52 2.50 10.18 4.54 23.15 14.21 
77.038 4.15 12.04 10.46 «20.35 14.70 


191.18 14.01 20.87 25.68 115.84 35.31 
148.17 9.02 23.65 18.84 61.16 31.58 
75.76 6.45 14.51 1.01 55.14 16.00 


» Cateup, chili sauce, and other sauces, pickles, 


USDA Review of School Lunch 
Market for Canned Foods 


A special summary on “The Market 
for Canned Fruits, Vegetables and 
Juices in Public Schools” has been 
prepared for the N.C.A. by market 
research personnel of the Agricultural 
Marketing Service of USDA. 


Among other things, the summary 
points out that the school market is 
primarily a local one; during the 1957- 
58 year 76 percent of the canned 
fruits, 86 percent of the canned vege- 
tables, and all of the single-strength 
juices used in the school lunch pro- 
gram were purchased locally, accord- 
ing to the survey. Also, schools in 
communities of less than 2,500 people 
were reported to have a higher per 
capita value for canned foods than 
those located in more heavily popu- 
lated areas. 


Copies of the USDA market re- 
search review of the school lunch mar- 
ket for canned foods will be duplicated 
by the N. C. A. Division of Statistics, 
and will be available on request. 


1958-59 Packs of Apples 
and Applesauce 


been issued by the N. C. A. Division of 
Statistics. 


CANNED APPLES 


1957 -58 1958-59 
State (cases—basia 6/10) 
New Vork 806,844 1,056,043 
Md., Pa., and va. 2,014,871 2,019,160 
Wash., Ore., and Idaho 519,005 377 503 
147 62,734 
3,068,186 3.639. 182 


The total 1958-50 pack of apples amounted to 
3,963,275 actual cases. Other states 
Colo., Maine, Mich., and Wis. 


APPLESAUCE 
State 1957-58 1958-50 
(actual cases) 
„ 4.270.756 4,045,485 
Md., Pu., and va. 6,104,081 7,326,001 
Wash., Ore., and Idaho 449 204.076 
2,403,368 2,528,025 
Other states 688 , 437 1, 207,728 
U.. Total 14,006 16 002 , 901 


Other states include Mich., Maine, Tenn., Wis., 
and N. J. 
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Deciduous Fruit Production 


Deciduous fruits are developing 
under generally favorable conditions, 
according to the Crop Reporting Board 
of USDA. June 1 forecasts point to 
larger crops of peaches, pears, and 
apricots than were produced in 1968. 
However, a smaller crop of sweet 
cherries is in prospect, and western 
states expect fewer sour cherries than 
last year. 

APPLES 

June 1 conditions indicate a 1959 
apple crop slightly greater than last 
year’s large crop and well above aver- 
age. The outlook for Eastern states 
is for a crop somewhat larger than 
last year and substantially above 
average; Central states, up signifi- 
cantly from last year and sharply 
above average; Western states, down 
slightly from last year but somewhat 
higher than average. 


PEACHES 

The 1959 peach crop is estimated 
at 78.9 million bushels, the largest 
crop since 1946. This is 11 percent 
larger than last year and 28 percent 
above average. However, most states 
outside of California expect smaller 
crops. Excluding the California cling- 
stone crop, the rest of the U. S. crop is 
forecast at 48.9 million bushels com- 
pared with 50 million bushels last year 
and the average of 39.3 million. 


The June 1 condition of California 
clingstones indicates a crop of 30 mil- 
lion bushels, 43 percent more than in 
1958 and the largest crop of record. 
California’s freestone crop is esti- 
mated at 14.4 million bushels, 25 per- 
cent greater than last year and the 
largest of record. Oregon and Utah 
also expect more peaches than last 
year, but the crops in other Western 
states have been damaged by weather 
and are not as large as last year’s. 

The Middle Atlantic states, the 
New England states, and New York 
expect above-average crops but not as 
many peaches as last year. The North 
Central states are down 13 percent 
from last year. 


The pear crop, at 32,856,000 bushels, 
is indicated to be the largest since 
1949. This is 14 percent above 1958 
and 11 percent above the 1948-57 aver- 
age. The expected increase in produc- 
tion is due entirely to more favorable 
prospects in the Pacific Coast states. 
Prospective production there is placed 
at 29,208,000 bushels, 19 percent above 
last year and 18 percent above aver- 
age. Production of Bartletts is indi- 
cated at 21,951,000 bushels, up 19 
percent from 1958 and 15 percent 
greater than average. The crop of 


Bartletts in California is expected to 
amount to 16,251,000 bushels, one- 
fourth larger than last year and the 
largest of record. 

Lower production prospects than 
last year are indicated for all other 
areas. Michigan is expecting a 
smaller crop than last year’s record 
but substantially greater than the 10- 
year average, 


Sweet CHERRIES 

At 83,500 tons the June 1 indicated 
production of sweet cherries promises 
to be 5 percent below last year and 11 
percent below average. Prospective 
production in the Western states is 
below both last year and average; for 
the Great Lakes states it is above both 
last year and average. 

The California crop, estimated at 
14,000 tons, is the second smallest since 
1940. Royal Anne production is esti- 
mated at 4,000 tons compared with 
last year’s short crop of 4,500 tons. 
Other varieties are estimated at 10,- 
a compared with 7,700 tons in 


Michigan and New York ex 
sweet cherry crops that are equal to 
or above last year and above average. 
The Pennsylvania and Ohio crops are 
expected to be below both last year 
and average. Michigan’s estimate of 
14,500 tons on the basis of June 1 
conditions is the second largest crop 
of record for that state. 


Sour CHERRIES 

Sour cherry production in the six 
Western states is estimated at 8,460 
tons, 24 percent below last r and 
19 percent below average. first 
estimate for the five Great Lakes 
states will be made by USDA as of 
June 15 and will be released June 20. 


APRICOTS 

The crop of apricots is forecast at 
229,500 tons, more than twice as 
large as last year’s short crop and 10 
percent above the average for 1948-57. 
In California production is expected 
to total 210,000 tons, compared with 
90,000 tons last year. Utah expects 
about 38 ~~. more apricots * 
last year. The Washington 2 
expected to be about the same as 
last year and the year before. 


10-year 1950 

ave. Indi- 

Crop 1948-57 1958 cated 

(thousands of bushels) 

61,4838 71,000 78,883 
29,500 28,800 32,856 

(tons) (tons) (tons) 
Sweet cherries 93,613 87,610 83,500 
Sour cherries 10.430 11.120 8,460 
208,080 108,000 220,500 

* Bix western states. 
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Weights, Measures Meeting 
Finds No Need for Word ‘Net’ 


The 44th National Conference on 
Weights and Measures has adopted 
the final report of its Committee on 
Laws and Regulations dealing, amo: 
other things, with use of the wo 
“net” in declarations of quantity on 

commodities. 

The position taken by the Commit- 
tee and approved by the Conference is 
that “the word net serves no real 
purpose in quantity statements.” The 
statement adopted by the Conference 
states further: 


“Through the years, weights and 
measures officials have been building 
public confidence in quantity state- 
ments on packages. It is felt that 
consumers generally feel that all 
declarations of quantity are in terms 
of net quantity. Although the use of 
the word ‘net’ is not discouraged, the 
committee urges that all states pursue 
the traditional role and accept such 
statements as are required in The 
Model Law and Model Regulation for 
Package Marketing Requirements and 
not require a supplemental 4. in 
declarations on 

uch is the direction tow 
sired uniformity.” 

This statement of policy is in line 
with recommendations made by the 
N.C.A. to the Committee on Laws and 

lations (see INFORMATION LETTER 
of May 28, page 199). 


Poultry Inspection Regulations 

Notice is given in the Federal Regis- 
ter of June 10 that the Agricultural 
Marketing Service of USDA proposes 
to amend its regulations governing 
the inspection of poultry and poultry 
products. 

The proposed amendments would 
incorporate definitions of the various 
classes of poultry and would specify 
labeling terminology. 

The amendments would exclude 
from the definition of poultry products 
subject to the inspection certain 
products which contain some poultry 
meat, provided that this meat is from 
inspected poultry. Examples of such 
products are listed by USDA as bouil- 
lon cubes, soup bases, sauces, flavor- 
ings, and soups containing less than 
2 percent poultry meat. 

A change is proposed in the labeling 
of poultry food products prepared in 
plants exempt from continuous in- 
spection 

Interested persons have until June 
26 to submit written views and com- 
4 to the Poultry Division of the 
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House Group Seeks To Curtail 
Cost, Scope of Meat Inspection 


The House Appropriations Com- 
mittee has asserted that the entire 
cost of operating the U. 8. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture should not be 
charged as a cost of the price support 
program. In its report on the bill 
making appropriations for the USDA 
for the coming fiscal year, the Com- 
mittee stated that approxiraately 56 
percent of the funds provided in the 
bill are for activities which are of 
more benefit to the general public than 
to the farmer. 


The Committee said: 


“While there are mixed benefits from 
most of the operations of the Depart- 
ment, many of them are of more bene- 
fit to the general public than to the 
farmer. In the opinion of the Subcom- 
mittee, the following activities of the 
Department are of primary benefit to 
the general public and should not be 
charged exclusively to the farmer: (1) 
Improvement and protection of public 
health, including home economics re- 
search, pest ond — 22 and 
pest control, meat an ultry inspec- 
tion, school lunch at special milk 
pr ams, and donations to schools, 
nstitutions and needy people; (2) 
International relations and National 
defense, including Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service, donations to Veterans 
Administration and Defense Depart- 
ment, donations to needy ple 
abroad, International Wheat Agree- 
ment, emergency famine relief, sales 
for foreign currencies (Public Law 
480), and bartered materials for 
stockpile; (3) Regulation and im- 
provement of marketing, including all 
marketing research and regulatory 
activities, market inspection, grading 
classing and standards, a cultural 
estimates, market news service, freight 
rate services, the Commodity x- 
change Authority and the Farmers 
Cooperative Service; and (4) Conser- 
vation of natural resources, including 
the Soil Conservation Service, water- 
shed flood prevention, 
Great Plains program, and Agricul- 
tural Conservation program.” 


The Committee directed the USDA 
to review carefully present work under 
way and to discontinue activities 
which have become of marginal value; 
to redirect present activities “in the 
direction of the new needs to be met“; 
and to adopt a program of contractual 
arrangements on a cooperative basis 
— private industry wherever pos- 
8 e. 


“This type of arrangement could be 
particularly effective in the field of 
research,” the Committee reported. 
“The Department could greatly ex- 
pand its work within existing funds, 
by arranging for private organiza- 


tions interested in certain lines of 
work to finance a portion of the cost 
and to participate directly in the pro- 
jects undertaken.” 


Consistent with this tone, the Com- 
mittee stated with respect to the meat 
and poultry inspection programs: 


“MEAT AND POULTRY INSPECTION 


“In considering the meat and poul- 
try inspection programs, the Commit- 
tee has become seriously concerned 
with the current and potential levels 
8 for these two activi- 


“The Committee is not unmindful 
of and is sympathetic with the basic 
intent of the acts under which these 
are operated, i. e., to pro- 

ibit the sale of products from diseased 
animals or birds and to assure a 
— product. However, the Com- 
mittee is concerned with the extent of 
inspection activities now required, and 
the current and potential expendi- 
tures associated therewith, which ap- 
pear to go far beyond those necessary 
to protect the public from disease and 
health hazards. 


“Sizable expenditures of public 
funds for additional inspection of 
food products containing only por- 
tions of meat and poultry which have 
already been officially inspected and 
passed for wholesomeness can be seri- 
ously questioned as being in the public 
interest from the standpoint of health 
protection. There 2 to be little 
merit to or public health protection 
from providing such costly — 
services at public expense. Inspec- 
tion services at public expense, de- 
signed to assure such things as compo- 
sition and ingredients of food prod- 
ucts merely because they contain meat 
or poultry is a luxury we can ill 
afford in view of more important uses 
for the taxpayer’s dollar. 

“In view of the Committee’s con- 
cern in this matter, and in view of the 
continuous expansion in the field of 
prepared or convenience-type foods 
containing meat and poultry, the De- 
partment is directed to (a) review its 
meat and poultry inspection programs 
to assure that funds made available 
in the bill are used to provide ade- 
quate inspection of livestock and poul- 
try at time of slaughter; (b) review 
policies and procedures for inspection 
of food products containing meats or 
poultry subject to the Acts, with a 
view to eliminating or reducing these 
em, including consideration 
of legislative changes as may be neces- 
sary; and (c) submit a report to this 
Committee on its findings and actions. 

“During the last session of Con- 

ss an _ this session, legis- 
ation has m introduced which 
would permit the Department to per- 
form meat inspection services through 
officers or employees of state neies. 
The Committee feels that this may 
offer a partial solution to the problem 
of meeting increased demands for 


meat inspection. It urges the Depart- 
ment to give such approach thorough 
consideration in preparing future 
budget estimates for this activity, 

“The Committee also wishes to en- 
courage the Department to give fur- 
ther study to the possibility of placing 
less emphasis on quality control in 
connection with its meat inspection 
function.” 


Seed Quality Committee Meets 


The Seed Quality Subcommittee of 
the N.C.A. Raw Products Research 
Committee met last week in Detroit. 
Carl G. Smith of Gerber Products 
Company, Chairman, had requested 
the meeting for the purpose of outlin- 
ing a specific program for the current 
year. Committee activities during 
past years were reviewed and assign- 
ments were made to each member of 
the committee to call on research 
personnel at state experiment stations 
in their area during the year to dis- 
cuss seed quality research programs 
of particular interest to the canning 
industry. 

Some of the research projects to 
receive committee attention are im- 
proved methods of measuring seed 
vitality and potential productivity, 
development of more rapid methods 
for estimating seed viability, the 
nature of mechanical injuries in- 
curred in harvesting and handling as 
they influence seed quality, control 
and identification of seed borne dis- 
eases as well as research on the 
physiology of seed production. 


Cauliflower for Processing 


Notice is given in the Federal Reg- 
ister of May 28 that the Agricultural 
Marketing Service of USDA proposes 
to issue U. S. standards for cauli- 
flower for processing. 

The proposed standards were de- 
veloped by USDA at the request of 
processors, according to USDA. 

The proposal provides for only one 
grade, U. S. No. 1. It is hoped that 
its use will provide a more uniform 
basis for contracts between growers 
and processors. 

USDA reported that cauliflower is 
grown on a commercial scale in 10 
states, with California, New York and 
Texas the largest producers. Total 
production in 1958 was 445 million 
pounds. 


Interested persons have until July 
1 to submit written views and com- 
ments on the proposed standards to 
the Fresh Products Standardization 
and Inspection Branch of the AMS. 
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Sorensen Tells How Canning 
Made Self-Service Possible 


In an exclusive article for the spe- 
cial Super Market Issue of Modern 
Grocer, N.C.A. President Norman 
Sorensen pointed out how the can- 
ning industry made self-service, and 
thus the supermarket possible. 


The special issue was given an 
extra distribution at the recent Super 
Market Institute convention, which, 
with its regular mailing totaled 25, 
000 copies. It included articles con- 
tributed by several food trade associa- 
tion presidents and other food trade 
leaders. 


In addition to showing how the 
canning industry was the first to 
package in volume in consumer-size 
containers, Mr. Sorensen’s article 
showed how the canned foods depart- 
ment is the mainstay of the store. 
He reported on the findings of the 
N.C.A. Consumer and Trade Relations 
Program that canned foods offer the 
retailer the lowest handling cost of 
any product category, and account 
for one-fifth of the average super’s 
total net profit and one-sixth of total 
store sales. The article also stressed 
the advantage to the retailer of 
canned foods’ unique “best buy” posi- 
tion and their promise for increased 
sales and consumption. 


New England Canning Industry 


Two canners prominent in N.C.A. 
activities were feature speakers on 
the program of the 135th quarterly 
meeting of The New England Council 
at Middlebury, Vt., June 11 and 12. 
The meeting gave special recognition 
to New England's food processing in- 
dustry. 


The “History and Development of 
Canning in New England” was dis- 
cussed by Robert A. Friend, vice 
president of Friend Brothers, Inc., 
Melrose, Mass., and a member of the 
N. C. A. Administrative Council, Board 
of Directors, and Consumer and 
Trade Relations Committee, using 
material supplied by the Information 
Division. 


“New England’s Part in the Nation's 
Food Supply” was presented by George 
B Morrill, Jr., vice president of Burn- 
ham & Morrill Co., Portland, Me., 
past President of N.C.A. and member 
of the Administrative Council and 
Finance Committee, using material 
supplied by the Division of Statistics. 


Status of Legislation 


trade development 
H. 2420 (Poage of Texas), to 
authorize long-term supply contrac 

and other bills to amend and exten 

P. L. 480 were the subject of public 
hearings by a House ulture 
Subcommittee April 21-22. 


Clayton Act—S. 726 (Sparkman and 
others) to make all future orders of 
the FTC self-executing and to provide 
penalties of $5,000 daily for violations 
of consent decrees, was passed by the 
Senate March 18 and was the subject 
of hearings by the House Antitrust 
Subcommittee May 27-28. 


Consumer e H. R. 4420 
Zablocki of Wis.), to authorize the 
C to conduct an investigation which 
would include a determination of what 
— of consumer expenditures for 
‘ood and other farm products is real - 
ized by the farmer, the processor, the 
distributor, and others, has been re- 
— — to the House Commerce Com- 
m 


* S R. 200 (Ma- 
son of III.), to transfer jurisdiction 
over cooperatives’ pricing from USDA 


to the Justice Dept., has referred 
to the House Judiciary Committee. 


Co-op taxation—The Secretary of 
the Treasury has submitted a pro- 
posed draft of legislation designed to 
ensure the ultimate payment of a 
single tax on cooperative income,” but 
bills embodying the Administration 
recommendations have not intro- 
duced. 

te tax rates H.R. 7523, to 
extend the existing corporate normal 
tax rate and certain excise taxes for 
ono pete to June 30, 1960, was passed 
by the House June 8. 

Country Life Commission—Bills 
roviding for the creation of a Coun- 
— Life Commission, to make broad 
recommendations on the total develop- 
ment of country life, were considered 
by the House Family Farms Sub- 
committee May 6-7. 

Crew leader registration — H. R. 
5930 (Kearns of Pa.) and S. 1778 
(Javits), to provide for registration 
of crew leaders in interstate agricul- 
tural > (as recommended 


by the r Dept.), have been 
referred to the Labor Committees. 
N.C.A. opposes. 


Fair trade—H.R. 1253, to amend 
the Federal Trade Commission Act to 
authorize proprietors of trade-marked 

s to control the resale prices of 
their distributors, was reported b 
House Commerce Committee June 


FDA artificial coloring—H.R. 7624 
(Harris of Ark.), to amend the Food 
and Drug Act with respect to the use 
of artificial coloring, was introduced 
June 9 and referred to the House 
Commerce Committee. 


Federal H. R. 3 (Smith 
of Va.), to modify the doctrine of fed - 
eral pre-emption in such a way that a 
state law would not be nullified by a 
federal law on the same subject un 
the federal law so provided, was re- 
ported by the House Com- 
mittee June 2 and was cleared by the 
Rules Committee June 5. 


8S. 3, a similar bill, was the sub- 
ject of a hearing by e Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee ril 21. N. C. A. 
opposes application to food laws. 


Food stam A number of bills de- 
ed to facilitate distribution of sur- 
plus foods to needy families were the 
subject of hearings by a Senate - 
culture Subcommittee June 4-8. 
N. C. A. opposes. 

Industrial uses—Bills to provide 
programs of research on industrial 
uses of agricultural commodities were 
the subject of public hearings by a 
House Agriculture Subcommittee Feb. 
18-20, March 2-11, and April 21-23. 

S. 690, to create an cultural Re- 
search and Industrial Administration 
within USDA, was reported by the 
— Agriculture Committee April 


Labor- management practices — 8. 
1555 (Kennedy-Cooper), to establish 
safeguards against improper practices 
in labor organizations and in labor- 
relations, was passed 
by Senate, with amendments, 
April 25, and is the subject of hear- 
ings by a House Labor Subcommittee. 


Marketing of potatoes—S. 17 (Smith 
of Maine), to prohibit the sale of Ee. 
tatoes of a lower grade than U. S. No. 
2, under certain conditions, has been 
referred to the 


e Senate Agriculture 
Committee. 


Marketing of 19 1 430 (En- 

e) and H. R. 1844 (Sisk of Calif.), 

provide for controls on the market- 
ing of turkeys, have been referred to 
the Agriculture Committees. N.C.A. 
opposes application to canning. 


Marketing orders and parity—H. R. 
642 (Sisk of Calif.), to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to continue a 
marketing order in effect even after 
parity is reached, has been referred 

the House Agriculture Committee. 


Marketing order regions—H. R. 1070 
(Ullman Galt) to authorize the 
issuance of marketing orders on any 
or all production or marketing areas 
rather than on the smallest on 
area, has been referred to the House 
Agriculture Committee. 


Premerger notification—The Attor- 
ney General has recommended 2 
lation requiring prior notification 
fore corporate mergers and acquisi- 
tions where the capital involved is 
more than $10 million. S. 442 (O’Ma- 
honey-Kefauver), to require 60 days’ 
notice prior to merger or acquisition 
of corporations having total book 
value of $10 million, was approved 
by the Senate Antitrust and Monopoly 
Subcommittee May 7 and was ordered 
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reported, with amendments, to the 
Judiciary Committee. 

Price R. 4984 (Me- 
Govern of 8. to require advance 
notice and abi ustification before 
effectuating price increases in indus- 
tries so avily concentrated that 
— or the threat of monopoly is 
present, has been referred to the House 
Judiciary Committee. S. 215 (O’Ma- 
72 a similar bill, was the subject 
of pu lie hearings concluded by the 
Senate Antitrust and Monopoly Sub- 
committee May 5. N.C.A. opposes. 

H. R. 6268 (Reuss of win, , includ- 
ing a provision requirin e Presi- 
dent to hold public hea 1. on pro- 
spective or actual price or wage in- 
creases which “appear to threaten na- 
tional economic stability,” was ap- 
proved by a House Government 44 
erations subcommittee April 9. N.C. 
„ t barg — H. R. 1798 

aw produc a — 
(Bow of Mich.), * thorize collec- 
tive bargaining 1 L cooperative 
associations of producers or handlers 
and processors or other purchasers, 
has been referred to the House Judici- 
ary Committee. 

Robinson-Patman functional dis- 
counts—S. 815 (O’Mahoney) and H. 
R. 929 (Rogers of Colo.), to require 
price differentials to wholesalers and 
retailers according to the character of 
their selling (not their buying), have 
been referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittees. 

Robinson-Patman good faith defense 
—H. R. 11 (Patman), to restrict the 

faith” defense against a charge 

of price discrimination, has been re- 
Served * the House Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 8. 11 was * — by the 
Senate Antitrust and Monopoly Sub- 
committee May 7 and ordered re- 
ported, without recommendation, to 
the Judiciary Committee. N.C.A. op- 


poses. 
Unemp t comp ti H. 
R. 3547 (Karsten of Mo.) and other 


bills to amend the Social Security Act 
with respect to unemployment com- 

nsation, was the subject of public 
— by the House Ways and 

Means Committee April 7-16 and was 
considered in executive session May 
13-14. N. C. A. opposes. 

Wage-Hour—S. 1046 (Kennedy and 
others), which includes provisions to 
terminate the 7 (b) (8), 7(c), and 13 
(a) (5) exemptions, and other bills to 
curtail exemptions and raise the mini- 
mum wage are the subject of public 
hearings begun by the Senate Labor 
Subcommittee May 7. N.C.A. opposes 
changes in the exemptions. 

S. 1086 (McNamara and Clark), to 
rovide minimum wage coverage for 

ired farm labor employed by large 
farm enterprises, has been referred 
to the Senate Labor Committee. 

8. 1874 (Stennis), to define the 
“area of production” by statute and 
to broaden the application of section 
13 (a) (10), has been referred to the 
Senate Labor Committee. 


Waste sal facilities—H. R. 322 
(Byrnes of Wis.), to authorize rapid 
amortization of waste disposal facili- 
ties and treatment works, has been 
referred to the House Ways and 
Means Committee. N.C.A. supports. 

FISHERIES LEGISLATION 

Fisheries Assistance Act—A number 
of bills to > pom a five-year pro- 
gram of assistance to depressed seg- 
ments of the fishing industry were 
the subject of public hearings by a 
Senate Commerce Subcommittee April 
1-2 and concluded by the House Fish- 
eries Subcommittee June 11. 

Fishermen's Protective Act—S. 971 
(Magnuson), to amend the Fisher- 
men’s Protective Act of 1954 to 
broaden protection of U. S. vessels, 
has been referred to the Senate Com- 
merce Committee. 

Mortgage and loan . 
555 (But cr? and H. 3169 (Gar- 
matz of Md.), to 11 the Merchant 
Marine Act to provide mortgage and 
loan insurance on the cost of work in 
U. S. shipyards, have been 88 to 
the Senate Commerce Committee and 
the House MM&F Committee. 

Polluted shellfish—H. R. 1244 (Col- 
mer of Miss.), to prohibit the impor- 
tation of polluted shellfish, has been 
referred to the House Ways and 
Means Committee and S. 2112 (Jack- 
son and 6 others) has been referred 
to the Senate Finance Committee. 

Salmon conservation—S. 502 (Bart- 
lett-Gruening-Magnuson), to prohibit 
the importation of salmon taken by na- 
tionals of a country that permits gill 
netting at certain times and places, 
was the subject of public hearings by 
a Senate Commerce Subcommittee 
April 1-2 and May 4-5 and was con- 
sidered in executive session May 13 
but put over until the next Committee 
meeting. 

H. R. 4293 (Pelly of Wash.), for the 
same purpose, was the subject of a 


Forthcoming Meetings 


June 14-16—Michigan Canners and Freesers 
22 Spring Meeting, Whitcomb Ho- 


June 14-17—Processed Apples Institute, 
Meeting, Whiteface Inn, Lake 


June 16-17—Maine Canners and Freezers Asso- 
ciation, Annual Meeting, Kennebunkport 
June 21-24—American Society of Agricul- 
tural Engineers, bed Annual Meeting, Cornell 
University, Ithaca, N. Y. 
Retail 


21-26—National Association 
Grocers, Convention and Exhibit, 

June 21-26—Association of Food and Drug Om- 
cials of the United States 1 63d 
Annual Conference, Bradford Hotel, Boston 

June 24-25—National Red Cherry Institute, 


Spring Meeting, Pantlind Hotel, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 
July — by Nat 
hoo 0 1 
Be A loti 


Purdue University mw, can companies, La- 
fayette, Ind. 
July r Kraut Packers Associa- 
Annual Summer Meeting, Catawba 
Cliffs Beach Club, Port Clinton, Ohio 
July 20-22 International Apple Association, 
Ine., Fruit Convention, Seattle 


July 20-Aug. 82 Teshnicions School 


tion, New “York State 4 and Freezers 
Association and can companies, Experiment 
Station, Geneva 


hearing by the House Fisheries Sub- 
committee May 14 

Salmon predator—S. 1264, to extend 
and expand the program for the erad- 
ication of the dogfish shark on the 
Pacific Coast, was the subject of a 
hearing by the Senate Fisheries Sub- 
committee May 22. 

Tuna 1 R. 443 (Utt of 
Calif.), H. R. 447 (Wilson of Calif.) 
and H. R. 673 (Utt), to regulate the 
importation of tuna products, have 
been referred to the House Ways and 
Means Committee. 
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